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1
FURNITURE DOOR POSITION
ADJUSTMENT DEVICE FOR FURNITURE
HINGE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a furniture hinge that is
mounted on a furniture wall so as to be used as an opening/
closing means for opening and closing a furniture door, and
more particularly, to a furniture door position adjustment
device for a furniture hinge, in which a position adjustment
mechanism of the furniture hinge is modified to increase a
variety of conveniences according to the position adjustment
of the furniture door as well as improve the precision of the
work.

BACKGROUND ART

In general, a furniture hinge is an iron structure which is
used as a means for opening and closing a door of various
kinds of furniture pieces including dressers, sinks, and the
like. First of all, it is important that the furniture hinge pro-
vides improved convenience and workability during the posi-
tion setting of a furniture door as well as minimizes noises or
positional displacement occurring in the course of opening
and closing the furniture door.

In this case, the furniture hinge includes a mounting plate
securely fixed to a wall of a piece of furniture and a rotating
plate securely fixed to the furniture door. Particularly, the
mounting plate is coupled to a body of the furniture hinge by
means of a bolt or a retaining hook so that the opening and
closing position of the furniture door is adjusted through the
change in the position of the mounting plate.

For example, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, a furniture hinge
100 includes a body 110, a rotating plate 120 securely fixed to
a furniture door D in such a manner as to be hingedly coupled
to one end of the body 110, and a mounting plate 130 securely
fixed to a furniture wall B in such a manner as to be coupled
to a lower portion of the body 110.

In addition, the body 110 has an engagement hole 112
formed thereon for allowing a fixing bolt 132 to be engaged
therewith and a tension hole 114 formed thereon for allowing
a tension bolt 134 to be engaged therewith, the engagement
hole and the tension hole being spaced apart from each other
by a predetermined interval. The mounting plate 130 has a
bolt hole 136 formed thereon for allowing the fixing bolt 132
to be engaged therewith and an engagement hole 138 formed
thereon for allowing the tension bolt 134 to be engage there-
with, the bolt hole and the engagement hole being spaced
apart from each other by a predetermined interval.

Thus, in the case where it is desired to set the furniture door
D, the body 110 is slightly shifted to a desired position in such
a manner that the body 110 is moved in the longitudinal
direction thereof relative to the fixing bolt 132 in the engage-
ment hole 112 thereof'in a state in which the fixing bolt 132 is
slightly loosened. Thereafter, when the fixing bolt 132 is
again tightened, the position adjustment work of the furniture
door D is completed.

However, the conventional furniture hinge 100 entails a
problem in that since it is very difficult to loosen and tighten
the fixing bolt 132 while allowing the body 110 to abut against
the mounting plate 130 due to the weight of the furniture door
D itself in the process of setting the furniture door D, a work
force of two persons or so is needed, leading to an increase in
the work load.

Furthermore, for the conventional furniture hinge 100, a
series of work processes in which the position ofthe body 110
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is set are performed according to intuition of a worker only in
such a manner that the body 110 is shifted in the longitudinal
direction thereof relative to the fixing bolt 132 in the engage-
ment hole 112 and the fixing bolt 132 is again tightened,
thereby making an accurate setting work of the furniture door
D difficult and degrading the precision of the work, and thus
decreasing reliability.

Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 3, in an attempt to solve a
problem associated with the setting of the furniture hinge 100,
there has been proposed an improved furniture hinge in which
the body 110 has a recessed slit 116 and a guide hole 118,
which are formed thereon instead ofthe engagement hole 112
and the tension hole 114 of FIG. 2 and an eccentric bolt 150
having a leg 152 is used instead of the fixing bolt 132 of FIG.
2.

Thus, in the case where it is desired to set the furniture door
D, when the eccentric bolt 150 is rotated in a forward or
reverse direction, the body 110 is moved forwardly or rear-
wardly by the eccentric action of the leg 152. Like this, the
position of the furniture door D can be set only through the
rotation of the eccentric bolt 150.

However, the eccentric bolt 150 does not include any
means suitable for controlling an external load applied
thereto from the furniture door D. For example, in the case
where the leg 152 is positioned at an intermediate portion of
the recessed slit 116 as shown in FIGS. 4(5) to 4(d), but not
positioned at both ends of the recessed slit 116 as shown in
FIGS. 4(a) and 4(e), the eccentric bolt 150 is rotated by means
of an external load applied to the furniture door D, thus
causing a problem in that the furniture door D is frequently
displaced.

Therefore, there is an urgent need for the research and
development of a novel furniture hinge which improves the
position adjustment mechanism of the furniture hinge 100 to
increase a variety of conveniences according to the position
adjustment of the furniture door D and includes a separate
means to control an external load applied to the furniture door
D to prevent the furniture door D from being displaced.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

Accordingly, the present invention has been made to solve
the above-mentioned problems occurring in the prior art, and
it is an object of the present invention to provide a furniture
door position adjustment device for a furniture hinge, in
which a position adjustment mechanism of the furniture
hinge is modified to increase a variety of conveniences
according to the position adjustment of the furniture door as
well as improve the precision of the work.

Technical Solution

To achieve the above objects, the present invention pro-
vides a furniture door position adjustment device for a furni-
ture hinge including a body disposed between a furniture wall
and a furniture door, a rotating plate securely fixed to the
furniture door in such a manner as to be hingedly coupled to
the body, and a mounting plate securely fixed to the furniture
wall by means of an intermediate plate in such a manner as to
be coupled to the body, the device including: a slit formed on
a recessed portion of the body; an elastic piece formed at a
side of the intermediate plate so as to perform a buffering
function in a vertical direction, the elastic piece having an
elliptical hole formed thereon; a rotator configured to be
accommodated in the elliptical hole of the intermediate plate,
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the rotator having a plurality of engagement protrusions par-
tially formed on the outer peripheral surface thereof; and an
eccentric bolt having a leg formed on the underside thereof
and configured to be coupled to the rotator by means of the leg
so as to rotate the rotator in a forward or reverse direction
upon the forward or reverse rotation of the eccentric boltin a
state in which the leg is inserted into the recessed slit,
whereby the rotator is retained on the inner peripheral surface
of the elliptical hole or is moved forwardly or rearwardly
along the inner peripheral surface of the elliptical hole in the
forward or reverse rotation of the eccentric bolt to fix the
position of the body or move the body forwardly or rear-
wardly.

Advantageous Effects

The furniture door position adjustment device for a furni-
ture hinge according to the present invention has the follow-
ing advantageous effects.

First, the position adjustment operation of the furniture
door is performed in a one-touch manner by the interaction
between the elliptical hole and the rotator in a series of work
processes according to the position adjustment of the furni-
ture hinge so that the furniture hinge can be adjusted finely
and the position of the door can be identified with the naked
eyes.

Second, in the case where the position adjustment of the
furniture hinge is completed, the position of the intermediate
plate is set in a state of being always fixedly held in place
through the mutual engagement action between the elliptical
hole and the rotator, thereby preventing any positional dis-
placement of the furniture door.

Third, even though an excessive pressure is applied to the
furniture door, the furniture door is not displaced through the
mutual engagement action between the elliptical hole and the
rotator so that the furniture door is always set in place, thereby
enhancing reliability.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will be apparent from the following detailed
description of the preferred embodiments of the invention in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a state in which a furniture
hinge according to the prior art is installed at a piece of
furniture;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view illustrating one
example of a furniture hinge according to the prior art;

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view illustrating another
example of a furniture hinge according to the prior art;

FIGS. 4(a) to 4(e) are diagrammatic views illustrating a
problem involved in the furniture hinge of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view illustrating a furni-
ture hinge according to the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a coupled state
of a position adjustment mechanism of a furniture hinge
according to the present invention;

FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are diagrammatic views illustrating the
operation process of the position adjustment mechanism of
FIG. 6 in a furniture hinge according to the present invention;
and

FIGS. 8(a) to 8(c) are diagrammatic views illustrating the
setting process of the position adjustment mechanism of FIG.
6 in a furniture hinge according to the present invention.
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*Explanation on reference numerals
of main elements in the drawings*

1: furniture hinge
20: elliptical hole
24: release gap

10: elastic piece
22: engagement groove
26: movement line

30: rotator 32: engagement
protrusion

34: fitting hole 36: suppott step

40: eccentric bolt 42: leg

44: head 50: recessed slit

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Now, a preferred embodiment of a furniture door position
adjustment device according to the present invention will be
described hereinafter in detail with reference to FIGS. 5to 8.

The furniture hinge 1 according to the present invention
includes: a body 110 disposed between a furniture wall B and
a furniture door D; a rotating plate 120 securely fixed to the
furniture door D in such a manner as to be hingedly coupled
to one end of the body 110, and a mounting plate 130 securely
fixed to the furniture wall B by means of an intermediate plate
140 in such a manner as to be coupled to alower portion of the
body 110.

The furniture door position adjustment device for a furni-
ture hinge includes: a slit 50 formed on a recessed portion of
the body 110; an elastic piece 10 formed at a side of the
intermediate plate 140 so as to perform a buffering function in
a vertical direction, the elastic piece 10 having an elliptical
hole 20 formed thereon; a rotator 30 configured to be accom-
modated in the elliptical hole 20 of the intermediate plate 140,
the rotator 30 having a plurality of engagement protrusions 32
partially formed on the outer peripheral surface thereof; and
an eccentric bolt 40 having a leg 42 formed on the underside
thereof and configured to be coupled to the rotator 30 by
means of the leg 42 so as to rotate the rotator 30 in a forward
orreverse direction upon the forward or reverse rotation of the
eccentric bolt 40 in a state in which the leg 42 is inserted into
the recessed slit 50, so that the rotator 30 is retained on the
inner peripheral surface of the elliptical hole 20 or is moved
forwardly or rearwardly along the inner peripheral surface of
the elliptical hole 20 in the forward or reverse rotation of the
eccentric bolt 40 to fix or adjust the position of the furniture
door D.

First, the furniture hinge 1 according to the present inven-
tion is characterized in that the position of the rotator 30 is
adjusted by the forward or reverse rotation of the eccentric
bolt 40 in a state in which the rotator 30 is accommodated in
the elliptical hole 20 so that the position of the body 110 can
be fixed or adjusted.

Inaddition, the body 110 serves to maintain a framework of
the furniture hinge 1 and support the total load of the furniture
hinge 1. The body 110 is configured such that it is disposed
between the furniture wall B and the furniture door D, and the
recessed slit 50 with which the eccentric bolt 40 is engaged
and a tension hole 114 with which the tension bolt 134 is
engaged are formed in such a manner as to be spaced apart
from each other by a predetermined interval.

In this case, the recessed slit 50 is preferably formed on a
top surface of the body 110 in the transverse direction of the
body 110 so as to guide the rotation direction of the eccentric
bolt 40.

Also, the tension bolt 134 and the tension hole 114 may be
formed in various shapes to conform to the specification and
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size of the furniture hinge 1, In particular, it is, of course, to be
noted that each of the tension bolt 134 and the tension hole
114 falls within the technical scope of the present invention
irrespective of the shape and length thereof as long as it is
configured in the furniture hinge 1 and is used as a tension
adjustment means of the furniture door D.

In addition, the tension bolt 134 is rotated forwardly or
reversely in a state of being engaged with the tension hole
114, and has a retaining step 134-2 protrudingly formed on a
lower end thereof so as to allow an engagement hole 145 of
the intermediate plate 140 to be retained on the retaining step
134-2.

Moreover, the eccentric bolt 40 is rotated in the forward or
reverse direction in a state of being inserted into the recessed
slit 50. The eccentric bolt 40 is composed of a head 44
abutting against a recessed portion forming a periphery of the
recessed slit 50 and a leg 42 formed on the underside thereof
so as to be biased from the center of the underside thereof so
that the leg 42 is inserted into the recessed slit 50.

In addition, the rotating plate 120 is pivotally coupled to
one end of the body 110 by means of a hinge shaft 125 (see
FIG. 1) so that the rotating plate 120 is pivotally rotated along
with the furniture door D upon the pivotal rotation of the
furniture door D in a state of being securely fixed to the
furniture door D.

Further, the intermediate plate 140 is inserted into an
accommodating space defined below the body 110 in a sliding
manner so as to guide the forward or rearward movement of
the body 110. The intermediate plate 140 has the engagement
hole 145 formed on a top surface thereof so as to allow the
tension bolt 134 to be engaged therewith and an engagement
mechanism formed on a bottom surface thereof so as to be
engaged with the mounting plate 130.

In addition, the intermediate plate 140 includes an elastic
piece 10 formed on a top surface thereof so as to provide a
buffering force, and the elastic piece 10 has an elliptical hole
20 of a predetermined size formed thereon so as to accom-
modate allow the rotator 30 which will be described later.

Also, the elastic piece 10 refers to a buffering means
formed by cutting off the top surface of the intermediate plate
140. Particularly, although a configuration is implemented in
which the elliptical hole 20 is formed in a state in which the
elastic piece 10 is excluded, it falls within the technical scope
of the present invention.

Of course, the elastic piece 10 may be configured by cut-
ting off the intermediate plate 140 or may be attached to the
intermediate plate 140.

In addition, the rotator 30 is rotated or moved along the
elliptical hole 20 in response to the forward or reverse rotation
of the eccentric bolt 40 in a state of being received in the
elliptical hole 20. The rotator 30 has a support step 36 formed
extending outwardly from a lower peripheral surface thereof
s0 as to be retained by a flange portion of the elliptical hole 20
of the intermediate plate 140 so that the support step 36 is
used as an escape-preventive means in the rotation and move-
ment of the rotator 30.

Besides, the rotator 30 has a plurality of engagement pro-
trusions 32 formed on the outer peripheral surface thereof so
as to be engagingly coupled with the inner peripheral surface
of the elliptical hole 20

Also, the rotator 30 has a fitting hole 34 formed thereon so
as to allow the leg 42 of the eccentric bolt 40 to be fittingly
inserted thereto and fixed by riveting.

Further, the elliptical hole 20 is formed in a slightly oblong
shape on the elastic piece 10 of the intermediate plate 140 in
the longitudinal direction of the intermediate plate 140. A
space portion of a predetermined size is defined at one side of
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the elliptical hole 20 so as to provide a fixing space for the
rotator 30 and a space portion of a predetermined size is
defined at the other side of the elliptical hole 20 so as to
provide a movement space for the rotator 30.

In addition, the elliptical hole 20 has a plurality of engage-
ment grooves 22 formed on the inner peripheral surface
thereof, i.e., on at least one side of a front end and a rear end
thereofrelative to the intermediate plate 140 so as to allow the
engagement protrusions 32 of the rotator 30 to be selectively
engaged therewith to provide the fixing space for the rotator
30.

Also, the elliptical hole 20 has a release gap 24 defined on
the inner peripheral surface thereof, preferably in an opposite
direction to the direction in which the engagement grooves 22
are formed so as to provide the movement space for the rotator
30 in the separation of the engagement protrusions 32 and the
engagement grooves 22.

In addition, the elliptical hole 20 has a rectilinear-shaped
movement line 26 formed on both sides of the inner periph-
eral surface thereof in a direction perpendicular to the direc-
tion in which the engagement grooves 22 and the release gap
24 are formed so as to guide the forward or rearward move-
ment of the rotator 30 in the forward or reverse rotation of the
rotator 30.

In this case, the number of the engagement protrusions 32
of the rotator 30 is preferably larger than that of the engage-
ment grooves 22 of the elliptical hole 20 so that a range in
which the rotator 30 engages with the elliptical hole 20 in the
rotation of the rotator 30 is increased.

Further, the mounting plate 130 is hookingly coupled to a
lower portion of the body 110, preferably a lower portion of
the intermediate plate 140 through an engagement opening
136-2 and an engagement groove 138-2 which are formed
thereon in a state in which the mounting plate 130 abuts
against the lower portion of either the body 110 or the inter-
mediate plate 140. The mounting plate 130 includes a pair of
opposed wing portions 139 of a predetermined size formed at
both sides of a body thereof so as to be securely fixed to the
furniture wall B.

Hereinafter, the operation of the present invention will be
described in detail.

First, in the case where it is desired to configure the furni-
ture hinge 1 according to the present invention, it is required
that the rotator 30 should be accommodated in the elliptical
hole 20 ofthe intermediate plate 140 and then the leg 42 of the
eccentric bolt 40 should be fittingly inserted into the recessed
slit 50.

By doing so, the leg 42 of the eccentric bolt 40, which is
inserted into the recessed slit 50, is fittingly inserted into the
fitting hole 34 of the rotator 30 so that the rotator 30 can be
rotated in the forward or reverse direction along with the
eccentric bolt 40 upon the forward or reverse rotation of the
eccentric bolt 40.

In other words, the engagement protrusions 32 of the rota-
tor 30 are fixedly engaged with the engagement grooves of the
elliptical hole 20 or the rotator 30 is positioned in the release
gap 24 while the rotator 30 is moved along the movement line
26 by aload applied to the furniture door D. Then, this process
is repeatedly performed.

As shown in FIG. 7(a), in case of a “natural state” in which
no load is applied to the furniture door D, the rotator 30 is
positioned in the release gap 24. Thus, the engagement pro-
trusions 32 are disengaged from the engagement grooves 22.

On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 7(5), in the case where
an external load is applied to the furniture door D, the rotator
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30 is shifted to the left on the drawing sheet. Thus, the engage-
ment protrusions 32 are engaged with the engagement
grooves 22.

Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 8(5), in the case where the
engagement protrusions 32 of the rotator 30 and the engage-
ment grooves 22 of the elliptical hole 20 are not engaged with
each other, the position of the furniture door D can be adjusted
by the forward or reverse rotation of the eccentric bolt 40.

In this case, when the eccentric bolt 40 is rotated in forward
or reverse direction, the rotator 30 is shifted toward the release
gap 24 in a state of being slightly pushed so that the furniture
door D is set to a state in which the rotational manipulation of
the rotator 30 is possible.

As shown in FIG. 8(a), when the eccentric bolt 40 is rotated
in a counterclockwise direction, the rotator 30 is pushingly
shifted toward the release gap 24 and simultaneously the
rotator 30 separated from the engagement grooves 22 is also
rotated in a counterclockwise direction.

On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 8(¢), when the eccen-
tric bolt 40 is rotated in a clockwise direction, the rotator 30 is
spaced apart from the release gap 24 and simultaneously the
rotator 30 separated from the engagement grooves 22 is also
rotated in a clockwise direction.

For this reason, the protrusions 32 of the rotator 30 and the
engagement grooves 22 of the elliptical hole 20 can be
engaged with or disengaged from each other in the counter-
clockwise or clockwise rotation of the eccentric bolt 40.

Therefore, the position of the body 110 is fixed or the body
110 is moved in the forward or rearward direction by the
forward or reverse rotation of the eccentric bolt 40 so that
although an external load is applied to the furniture door D,
the eccentric bolt 40 is not rotated any more, thereby mini-
mizing any positional displacement occurring in the process
of opening or closing the furniture door D.

While the present invention has been described in connec-
tion with the exemplary embodiments illustrated in the draw-
ings, they are merely illustrative embodiments, and the inven-
tion is not limited to these embodiments. It is to be understood
that various equivalent modifications and variations of the
embodiments can be made by a person having an ordinary
skill in the art without departing from the spirit and scope of
the present invention. Therefore, the true technical scope of
the present invention should be defined by the technical spirit
of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A furniture door position adjustment device for a furni-
ture hinge including a body (110) disposed between a furni-
ture wall (B) and a furniture door (D), a rotating plate (120)
securely fixed to the furniture door in such a manner as to be
hingedly coupled to the body, and a mounting plate (130)
securely fixed to the furniture wall in such a manner as to be
coupled to the body, the device comprising:

a slit (50) formed on a recessed portion of the body;

an elastic piece (10) formed at an end of an intermediate

plate (140) so as to perform a buffering function in a
vertical direction, the elastic piece having an elliptical
hole (20) formed thereon;
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a rotator (30) configured to be accommodated in the ellip-
tical hole of the intermediate plate, the rotator having a
plurality of engagement protrusions (32) partially
formed on the outer peripheral surface thereof; and

an eccentric bolt (40) having a leg (42) formed on the
underside thereof and configured to be coupled to the
rotator by means of the leg so as to rotate the rotator in a
forward or reverse direction upon the forward or reverse
rotation of the eccentric bolt in a state in which the leg is
inserted into the slit,

whereby the rotator is retained on the inner peripheral
surface of the elliptical hole or is moved forwardly or
rearwardly along the inner peripheral surface of the
elliptical hole in the forward or reverse rotation of the
eccentric bolt to fix or adjust the position of the furniture
door, and

whereby the elliptical hole is associated with at least one
engagement element so as to allow the engagement pro-
trusions of the rotator to be engaged therewith to restrict
the movement of the body to set the position of the
furniture door.

2. The furniture door position adjustment device according
to claim 1, wherein the at least one engagement element
comprises a plurality of engagement grooves 22 formed on
the inner peripheral surface of the elliptical hole so as to allow
the engagement protrusions of the rotator to be engaged there-
with to restrict the movement of the body to set the position of
the furniture door.

3. The furniture door position adjustment device according
to claim 1, wherein the number of the engagement protrusions
of'the rotator is larger than that of the engagement grooves of
the elliptical hole.

4. The furniture door position adjustment device according
to claim 1, wherein the at least one engagement element
comprises a movement line (26) formed on the inner periph-
eral surface of the elliptical hole so as to guide the forward or
rearward movement of the rotator in the forward or reverse
rotation of the rotator.

5. The furniture door position adjustment device according
to claim 1, wherein the at least one engagement element
comprises a release gap (24).

6. The furniture door position adjustment device according
to claim 1, wherein the slit is formed on a top surface of the
body in the transverse direction of the body.

7. The furniture door position adjustment device according
to claim 1, wherein the elliptical hole is formed on a top
surface of the intermediate plate, wherein an elongate axis of
the elliptical hole is substantially aligned with an elongate
axis of the intermediate plate.

8. The furniture door position adjustment device according
to claim 1, wherein the rotator has a support step (36) formed
extending outwardly from a lower peripheral surface thereof
s0 as to be retained by a flange portion of the elliptical hole of
the intermediate plate so that the support step is used as an
escape-preventive means in the rotation and movement of the
rotator.



